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is without sin in this respect throw the first stone at Klate. The
<f secular arm/' behind which clerical cruelty shelters itself, is not
the culprit. No one has a right to say that he has a horror of
blood when he causes it to be shed by his servants.

It was, then, neither Tiberius nor Pilate who condemned Jesus.
It was the old Jewish party; it was the Mosaic Law. According
to our modern ideas, there is no transmission of moral demerit
from father to son; no one is accountable to human or divine
justice except for that which he himself has clone. Consequently,
every Jew who suffers to-day for the murder of Jesus has a right
to complain, for he might have acted as did Simon the Cyrenean;
at any rate, he might not have been with those who cried " Crucify
him!" But nations, like individuals, have their responsibilities, and
if ever crime was the crime of a nation, it was the death of Jesus.
This death was " legal" in the sense that it was primarily caused
by a law which was the very soul of the nation. The Mosaic law,
in its modern, but still in its accepted form, pronounced the penalty
of death against all attempts to change the established worship.
Now, tli ore is no doubt that Jesus attacked this worship, and
aspired to destroy it. The Jews expressed this to Pilate with
a trnthful simplicity: " We have a law, and by our law he
ought to die; because he has made himself the Son of God/'1
The law was detestable, but it was the law of ancient ferocity;
and the hero who offered himself in order to abrogate it, had first
of all to endure its penalty.

Alas ! it has required more than eighteen hundred years for the
blood that he shed to bear its fruits. Tortures and death have
been inflicted for ages in the name of Jesns, on thinkers as noble
as himself Even at the present time, in countries which call them-
selves Christian, penalties are pronounced for religious offences.
Jesns is not responsible for these errors. He conld not foresee
that people,- with mistaken imaginations, would one day imagine
him as a frightful Moloch, greedy of burnt flesh. Christi-
anity has been intolerant, but intolerance is not essentially a

1 John xix. 7.